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than she had ever possessed elsewhere ; but it
would be as difficult to prove that such mis-
named liberty proceeded from respect, as that it
conduced to security, to virtue, or to happiness.
No doubt, In a perfect state of society, men
and women would be more nearly on an equality,
for In a more developed humanity the character
of each sex would include more of those qualities
which especially belong to the other. It does
not follow, however, that in the attempt to leap
at this conclusion women would acquire any of
the nobler qualities of men, because they had
discarded some of those peculiar to themselves.
The experiment Is a dangerous one. How long
would women preserve that remnant of chivalrous
devotion with which they are still regarded if
they were to assume the attire of men as well
as manly privileges 1 It is true that the degree
of liberty as well aa of respict which they
have long enjoyed In the West, is owing* to
the glory originally cast upon womanhood by
Christianity, which ever exalts the weak, and
ennobles, while it enforces, Obedience: but It